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ACTION EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 USIE-00 INRE-00 CIAE-00 

DODE-OO PM-07 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-10 PA-04 RSC-01 

PRS-01 SPC-03 SS-20 SAM-01 IO-14 ACDA-19 SAJ-01 OMB-01 

NIC-01 DRC-01 /123W 

071083 

O 161520Z FEB 74 
FM USMISSION BERLIN 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 2995 

AMEMBASSY BONN NIACT IMMEDIATE 

CINCEUR FOR POLAD AND OPS IMMEDIATE 

CINCUSAREUR FOR POLAD OPS AND AEAGG OCO IMMEDIATE 

CINCUSAFE FOR POLAD AND OPS IMMEDIATE 

USELMLO IMMEDIATE 

USMISSION NATO 

AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 

AMEMBASSY LONDON 

AMEMBASSY PARIS 

CONFIDENTIAL BERLIN 0309 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV, WB. GW, GE 

SUBJECT: DELAYS IN PROCESSING OF TRANSIT TRAFFIC AT DREWITZ 

1. BEGINNING AT APPROXIMATELY 1000 LOCAL FEBRUARY 16 
OUTBOUND CIVILIAN PASSENGER VEHICLES BEGAN TO EXPERIENCE 
DELAYS IN PROCESSING AT EAST GERMAN CHECKPOINT DREWITZ. TRAFFIC 
VOLUME WAS NORMAL FOR A SATURDAY MORNING AND DELAYS 
APPEAR TO RESULT FROM FACT THAT ONLY THREE PROCESSING 
LANES WERE IN OPERATION. BY NOON BACKLOG OF SOME 600 
CARS HAD BUILT UP AND AT 1230 EAST GERMANS OPENED THREE 
ADDITIONAL LANES. BY 1400 PROCESSING TIMES HAD RETURNED 
TO NORMAL AND ONLY SOME 60 TO 70 VEHICLES WERE IN 
CHECKPOINT AREA. DELAYS TO INDIVIDUAL VEHICLES RAN 
APPROXIMATELY 45 MINUTES TO HOUR AND HALF. INCOMING 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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TRAFFIC WAS NOT AFFECTED AND WE HAVE NO REPORTS OF 
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ALLIED TRAVELLERS BEING DELAYED. 

2. SENAT HAS ISSUED PRESS STATEMENT SAYING THAT IT 
TAKES SITUATION SERIOUSLY. HAS INFORMED FRG, EXPECTS 
MATTER TO BE TAKEN UP IN TRANSIT COMMISSION AND EXPECTS 
GDR TO FULFILL ITS OBLIGATIONS. ALLIED PRESS SPOKESMAN 
WILL STATE IF ASKED "WE HAVE REPORTS OF DELAYS TO OUT- 
BOUND TRAFFIC AT DREWITZ THIS MORNING BUT UNDERSTAND 
THE SITUATION HAS RETURNED TO NORMAL." 

3. USCOB CONCURS. KLEIN 
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